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Letter to the Editor

Prolactin and Breast Cancer

D.Y. WANG
Imperial Cancer Research Fund, P.O. Box 123, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London W(C2A 3PX, UK.

THE RECENT excellent article which appeared in
this journal by L’Hermite and L’Hermite-Baler-
iaux [1] on prolactin and breast cancer as a result
of their comments on our paper [2] raises a few
points.

Firstly, may I respond to their assertion that we
were unaware of the likely causes of the increase
in prolactin after mastectomy. We did not miss
this point but chose not to discuss it since we felt
it was not germane in a paper dealing with survival
rates. However, we have dealt with this topic fully
in a review article {3] in which we describe the
literature showing that the increase in serum pro-

lactin is associated with not only mastectomy but
surgery in general [4-6] and that this effect has
been known for some time.

I would also like to comment that the notion
that the reduction in breast cancer risk associated
with multiparity could be mediated by the perma-
nent reduction in circulating prolactin levels has
been suggested by ourselves and other groups
{7-10] in addition to the more recent publication
last year of Musey ¢t al. [11].

Finally, I think it would be appropriate to cite
the recent in vivo results of Fentiman ef al. [12] that
support the in vitro results of Peyrat ef al. [13],

quoted by L’Hermite and L’Hermite-Baleriaux,
that prolactin stimulates DNA synthesis of human
breast tissue.

Accepted 5 September 1988.
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